Evidence   for   Prosecution.
Dr Thomas E. Hinckt
from Miss Friend. That was the time when Major Armstrong was
serving. The first time 1 ever attended Mrs. Armstrong profes-
sionally was in May, 1919. She was then suffering from neuritis
in the arm. I believe it was the right arm. At the time I formed
the opinion that it was functional, that Is to say, imaginary.
People who imagine that they have such a thing as neuritis, of
course, really feel pain, although in fact there is no organic
cause for it.
And when first of all you saw Mrs. Armstrong your view
(and, of course, you could only form a view upon it) was that that
was an imaginary neuritis?—I did nob make any definite diag-
nosis at that time.
I did not ask you that. All I asked you was your opinion
at that tinio from your examination of her was that it was
imaginary, and 1 understood you to say yes?—Yea. In May, 1919,
Mrs. Armstrong told me that she suffered from rheumatism, and
had suffered from it for years. I again saw her in June, July,
and August of that year. I attended her up till the 27th August,
1919. On the 24th June I formed the opinion that it was nob a
functional condition, but a very rheumatic localised neuritis. It
was on the 2-ith June that I formed the opinion that it was not
imaginary. The rheumatic localised neuritis was in the wrist.
I next saw Mrs. Armstrong on the 1st August, 1920. I did not
examine her on that occasion. She had got chilled in the house.
My special attention was not drawn to her on that occasion. On the
Ifith August, 1920, Major Armstrong came and asked mo for a
sleeping draught for hiR wife, because she was restless and could
not sleep, and so on. I saw her somewhere about the 38th and
21st August. I have no definite notes in my book of symptoms;
my entries in the day book are attendances and the medicines I
prescribed. I am therefore speaking of something that took place
over eighteen months ago. I have a great number of cases of
that kind to deal with. On the 19th August, the night before
Mrs. Armstrong wont to Barnwood, Major Armstrong was present,
and also Mr. Chevalier. Miss Friend was in the house. It was
clear that night that she was suffering from delusions. It is quite
possible that the qxiestion of the change of life was discussed as
being partly the cause of it. Tt would not be altogether extra-
ordinary in a nervous woman that at that time she might suffer
from delusions. I did not know at tbat time that she had suffered
for some tircm apparently from indigestion. I cannot recollect
being told^that. I do'not recollect whether T read the form
which waft filled up by Major Armstrong before Mrs. Armstrong
was admitted to tho asylum. I was of opinion at that time
that Mrs, Armstrong was suffering from delusions, but not neuritis.
Did you not know that when she went to Barnwood sbe was
-suffering not only from localised neuritis, but general neuritis ?~~
No, not at that time; there was^no symptom of it at that time.
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